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| nfluence of environmental parameters on the distribution of
macrofaunain clambeds intropica estuary
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ArticleChronicle: ABSTRACT : Thedistribution of benthosin relation to environmental variableswas studied in Mulki
Tgecle(gvze(()jl:s' estuary, Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka. The study was carried out from August, 2007 to July, 2008
Réviséd : ' fromthefour different locationsin the Mulki estuary. The hydrographical parameters had a significant
24.10.2015; effect on the distribution of clams between stations and months. Mollusca, polychaetes and
Accepted:: crustaceans became the dominating groups in the benthic community and higher populations were
09.11.2015 observed during the premonsoon and post monsoon season. The mean population density of M.

casta and P. malabarica varied from 43 to 83 and 29 to 60 no./m?, respectively, with pre and post-
monsoon recorded good numbers of spat population.
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